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commanding most of the space outside the walls. Unguarded
points were fortified by works hastily raised; the adjoining plain
was broken up by fences, and obstacles were accumulated to
repel an attack. Stores of provisions, too, were brought in; the
threatened garrison spared no efforts; the citizens joined
heartily in the labours of the defence. William was before
Limerick in the second week of August; one of the forts was
captured by a sudden assault; he began to draw his lines
round the beleaguered city. He had, however, only light guns
with him; a siege train was still on the way; over-confidence
alone can explain the mistake of challenging an enemy when
still unprepared. The opportunity was seized by Sarsfield;
he was informed by a deserter that the heavy guns were
approaching William's camp by the roads from Cashel; and
sallying from the place, he crossed the Shannon, fell on the
artillery park near the hills of Silvermines, and destroyed it with
a loss of scarcely a man. The stroke was brilliant and well
directed; the Irish chief was soon in Limerick again.
William, a tenacious, if not a great commander, continued
the attack in spite of this reverse. He contrived to repair two
of the heavy guns, and kept up a desultory fire on the place;
in truth, like all the officers in his camp, he was confident that
it must soon fall Limerick, however, held out with unflinching
constancy; the waters of the Shannon had begun to rise; the
rainy season would soon make the surrounding plain a pesti-
lentia] swamp; the King resolved to try the effect of an assault
before the Irish climate had decimated his men. On the
27th of August a column of picked English troops endeavoured
to storm a breach still imperfect; it was followed by a con-
siderable part of the army1. But the assailants encountered-
1 Macaulay, History of England^ v, 309, seems rathex to underrate the
force of the assailants. The account of Dumont de Bostaquet is more full
and clear. He says, pp. 287-8: *'Les ennemis chargerent nos troupes
dans leur retraite, et nous tuferent ou blesserent plus de quinze cents